Dear M. Gautreau:

Thank you for the presentation given by you and M. M ke
Babin during the public neeting of the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion in New Ol eans, Louisiana, on April 6, 2001. 1In
your statenent you presented coments on areas of concern to
your |levee district. Qur responses to your recomrendations for
i nprovenents in the Pontchartrain Levee District are given bel ow
in the order outlined in your statenent submtted for the record
of the neeting.

Recommendati ons for |Inprovenents in the Pontchartrain Levee
District

W recogni ze the inportance of |evee enlargenent, slope
pavi ng, and seepage control within the Pontchartrain Levee
District. Your recommendations are instrunental in establishing
priorities within continued funding restrictions. W |ook
forward to further cooperation as the conpletion of construction
in your |evee district is near.

The Carville to Marchand | evee enl argenent will be
conpleted in July 2001. This construction brings the
M ssi ssippi River Levees in the Ponchartrain Levee District up
to or above desi gnated grade.

The East Bank Gaps Concrete Sl ope Pavenent Reaches project
has been del ayed due to a lack of funding this fiscal year.
When the funds becone avail able, the New Ol eans District
expects to award the first contract in the Baton Rouge area.

As always, it is a great pleasure to work with the
Pontchartrain Levee District in coordinating revetnment construc-
tion and mai ntenance work. Mbnitoring surveys have been taken



to determine this year's mai ntenance needs. The revetnents in
the Pontchartrain Levee District appear to be in very good shape
based on anal yses of these surveys by the New Ol eans District.
M nor stone repairs to upper bank scour areas will be perforned.
Wth careful nonitoring, prioritizing remaining work, and
performng required repairs, we are confident that the current
rate of revetnent placenent will prove neaningful in protecting
exi sting |l evees and assuring the integrity of the overall flood
control project.

Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity, Hurricane Protection, St.
Charl es Parish

The New Ol eans District is proceeding as rapidly as
possible with the design and construction of this project. The
contract for the Bayou Trepagni er Drainage Structure was com
pl eted i n Decenber 2000. The Cross Bayou Drai nage Structure
i s under construction and is schedul ed for conpletion in August
2001. Reach 1B, First Lift Levee, was conpleted in January
2001. Reach 1A, Second Enl argenent, is scheduled for award this
sumer. The St. Rose Drainage Structure is scheduled for award
in late 2001. Wrk on the renmining drainage structures, which
are located in Reach 1B, nust wait for at least 2 years after
conpl etion of that contract to allow for consolidation of the
underlying soils. Conpletion of those structures is schedul ed
for 2004. This wll provide a closed systemof protection for
t he east bank of St. Charles Parish.

We have had excellent cooperation fromthe Pontchartrain
Levee District, and we appreciate your consistently providing
fundi ng and assurances for the project. W |ook forward to
continuing our close working rel ati onshi p.

In regard to the addition of punping stations, this effort
has been incorporated by the New Oleans District into a study
of internal drainage needs in St. Charles Parish.

West Shore, Lake Pontchartrain, Hurricane Protection

The West Shore, Lake Pontchartrain feasibility study was
initiated on April 1, 1998. The New Oleans District staff has
conpl eted the evaluation of alternative alignnments and presented



recommendations to the Pontchartrain Levee District and St. John

the Baptist Parish Council. The tentatively selected plan
extends the protection west of the Reserve Relief Canal to the
vicinity of the Hope Canal. This plan resulted in the inclusion

of an additional 7 mles of |evees and floodwalls. The draft
feasibility report is scheduled to be conplete in February 2002.



Del ays in conmpleting the feasibility study are a result of ex-
panding the limts of the tentatively selected plan to include
the area between the Reserve Relief Canal and the Hope Canal.
Recent concerns expressed by St. John the Baptist Parish
regardi ng the recommendations are also resulting in delays in
conpleting the feasibility study. Fiscal Year 2001 funds are
being used to initiate the detail ed design of the tentatively
selected plan and to develop a mtigation plan. W appreciate
t he support we have received fromthe Pontchartrain Levee
District and are working towards expediting the conpletion of
this study.

Thank you again for your presentation before the
Commi ssion. W appreciate receiving your views and will be
pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissi ppi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



